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or forty years we have seen and
been blessed with many people
and talents gracing our pews.
They have passed through, grown,
developed, come and gone.
Some are in the process of that now.
Now is the time to celebrate and reflect
who they are and who we are.
It is a time of giving thanks to God
for the many who have gone and for
those who are left. It is a time to reflect
on what we have achieved, where we
are, what we have become — and where
we are going. A time to look to the
future with God, with confidence.

Many people started the journey.
Some have died, some have moved on.
But what of the future? We must ask
ourselves what legacy have we left
behind or are leaving behind — a legacy
and ability for continued growth and
development? An ability for prosperity?

Our Home, our Mother,
our Caribbean identity
This place has been our Home, our
Mother — a place of Caribbean identity,
joy and support; a place of spirituality,
comfort, growth and development. Are
we leaving her dry, unable to sustain or

support herself in the times ahead? She
has empowered us and sacrificed herself
for us so that we can move ahead, be
respected and proud, sharing with other
people and churches the talents, ideas
and strengths that we have received,
nurtured and developed under the enfolding presence of our Mother here in
Canada — Our Lady of Good Counsel.
Looking forward forty, fifty or
sixty years to the next generations
of Caribbean migration — what do we
leave behind for them to celebrate?
How do we pass on the importance of
being here or having the arms of our

Here at Our Lady of Good Counsel you are
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Mother open to all? How do we continue to stand proud in Canadian society, knowing that we have answered the
call of our Mother, our Home, our Lady
of Good Counsel?
Development and age bring with
them their own problems. Mobility
concerns worry us. But this should
never completely stop us from staying
in touch, from connecting and even
sharing with each other and with this
church, our home.

You and we are family
Communication, keeping in touch, constant contact, making the grand effort
to revisit our past home should be our
cry. At family gatherings on Sundays
when you are not here, you are missed
— all are saddened by your absence.
You and we are family — we are a part
of you when you are absent or not a
part of us. Family celebrates together its
successes and failures, joys, pains and
sufferings, the struggles of life and its
achievements. This we do at Our Lady
of Good Counsel.

Today as we celebrate, have we been
true family members? Have we lived up
to our family commitments? How can
we give back and say thanks to God
for all that we have received or given?
A visit, your presence in the pews once
a month at least, financial contributions, time and talents in groups — all
are needed.
Do not forget the prayers and sacrifices of those who were our foundations. Greatness is seen not by what you
take away or take out, but by what you
leave behind.

Family for life
We are a great people and our Mother
loves us all and has indeed blessed us.
Here at Our Lady of Good Counsel you
are never a stranger, never orphaned.
You are family, family for life. It does
not matter who we are, good or bad —
remember that you belong. Problems of
immobility, inclement weather, distance,
inconvenience, no parking are only
challenges to overcome — for we are
a great people.

Many organizations and groups have
started and matured here in the past.
Our Mother has grown old looking after
so many children. How can we make
her young again? God has called you
and empowered you and placed the
future of your church in your hands. Its
future depends on you, Continued existence and keeping its doors open depend on you. Do we hear our Mother’s
call to return and participate fully?
Our mandate from the Archdiocese
is to look after all Caribbean people,
their descendants and all who make this
community their home. Spiritual growth,
development and prosperity are our task
for those who are present with us and
for the future generation. Our mandate
covers the whole Greater Toronto Area.
I call upon you to give thanks today
for all that you have received, the past,
present and still to come, the joys, the
growth pains and sufferings, the trials
and tribulations, the peace and blessedness of Our Lady of Good Counsel, our
Home. As we have received, let us give
back, let us say thanks. n

never a stranger, never orphaned. You are family, family for life.
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